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Decision Compass

Begin with your actual question
What can I notice before choosing the next step in my creative practice?

You are pausing before a small but real creative fork: try a writing project, or stay with what
already works. This reading does not know which path fits your life, and it cannot predict how
either will unfold. What it can do is slow the moment down, offering seven symbolic lenses
that invite you to notice what you already sense but may not yet have named. The cards were
drawn before your question was read; they respond to nothing hidden. Treat each image as a
mirror rather than a verdict, and remember that deferring or choosing neither remains a live
option throughout.

Upright cards drawn securely without replacement. AI-assisted reflection, not prediction.
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Decision Compass

The cards and their positions

1 · Six of Wands

The real criterion
2 · Knight of

Wands

Option A:
opportunity

3 · Two of Cups

Option A: cost
4 · Seven of

Swords

Option B:
opportunity

5 · Queen of

Pentacles

Option B: cost

6 · Page of

Wands

What remains
unknown

7 · The Hermit

A reversible next
step

These are the cards stored for this reading. A retry preserves the same draw.
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Decision Compass

THE REAL CRITERION

Six of Wands
The Six of Wands traditionally depicts a figure on horseback, laurel-crowned, moving
through a crowd with wands raised in salute. Placed at the label 'The real criterion,'
this image invites you to ask what recognition actually means to you in a creative
context. Is it external acknowledgment, the private satisfaction of finishing
something, or simply the feeling of forward motion? The upright orientation
suggests confidence is already present somewhere in how you approach this
question. An alternative lens: the mounted figure might represent visibility you are
not yet sure you want, which itself could be worth examining. Neither option you are
weighing is validated or dismissed by this image; it simply asks you to name the
standard by which you will measure a good outcome before you choose.

What would count as success for you, and who needs to witness it?

Write one sentence defining your real criterion privately, before reading further or discussing it with anyone.

YOUR OBSERVATIONS

Private reading · reflection, not certainty 04



Decision Compass

OPTION A: OPPORTUNITY

Knight of Wands
The Knight of Wands is typically shown charging forward on a rearing horse, wand
raised, cloak blazing with salamander motifs that suggest transformation through
fire and movement. At the label 'Option A: opportunity,' this energy points to the
potential aliveness a new writing project could introduce: momentum, discovery, the
particular pleasure of beginning something unfamiliar. The upright orientation
reinforces that this surge feels genuinely available rather than forced or performed.
An alternative lens worth holding alongside the excitement: the Knight's
impulsiveness is as real as his enthusiasm, and a project started quickly can stall just
as quickly. The image does not promise the energy will sustain itself; it shows only
that it is present at the moment of considering the option. What you do with that
presence remains your own question to sit with.

Where do you notice genuine curiosity about this project, and where might you be riding excitement past a real
obstacle?

Spend fifteen minutes writing freely on the project idea without any commitment to continue, then pause and notice how
that felt.

YOUR OBSERVATIONS
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Decision Compass

OPTION A: COST

Two of Cups
The Two of Cups shows two figures exchanging cups in a gesture of mutual offering,
often beneath a caduceus symbol suggesting balanced exchange. Placed at 'Option
A: cost,' this image reframes cost away from time or effort and toward relationship.
Choosing a writing project may ask something of your existing connections: time
shared, attention divided, or perhaps a new kind of vulnerability if the work
becomes visible to people close to you. The upright orientation suggests this cost is
not corrosive but genuinely reciprocal; something is given and something returned.
An alternative reading: the Two of Cups could indicate that creative partnership or
an accountability relationship is both what the project costs and what it could
generate, making the cost and a hidden opportunity the same thing.

Which relationship in your life would be most affected by time redirected toward a writing practice?

Mention the idea briefly to one person whose opinion you trust and notice what response arises in you, not just in them.

YOUR OBSERVATIONS
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OPTION B: OPPORTUNITY

Seven of Swords
The Seven of Swords classically depicts a figure stepping carefully away from a
camp, carrying several swords with deliberate discretion rather than open
confrontation. At the label 'Option B: opportunity,' this suggests that staying with
your present routine is not passive but potentially strategic and considered.
Maintaining what already works can be a conscious, intelligent choice rather than an
absence of decision or courage. The upright orientation emphasizes discernment:
knowing what is worth preserving and actively protecting the conditions that
support your well-being and creative output. An alternative lens: the figure's
sideways exit might also point toward an avoidance pattern worth examining
honestly over time. The image does not resolve which reading applies to your
situation; that requires your own self-observation and reflection across many
ordinary days.

Is your current routine serving your creative life, or has it become a boundary that keeps something new at a

comfortable distance?

Map your existing routine for one week on paper, noting when creative energy appears naturally and what you typically do
with it.

YOUR OBSERVATIONS
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Decision Compass

OPTION B: COST

Queen of Pentacles
The Queen of Pentacles is typically shown seated outdoors, holding a coin with
attentive care, surrounded by abundance she has cultivated through steady effort
rather than received passively. At the label 'Option B: cost,' this image draws
attention to the nurturance and resourcefulness already embedded in your current
routine. Maintaining it requires ongoing, often invisible tending: the real cost is the
continued investment of that careful, sustaining attention. The upright orientation
suggests this is not a depleting cost but one that preserves genuine value over time.
An alternative lens: the Queen's groundedness could also signal that staying put
risks hardening into comfort that quietly displaces growth, particularly if the
resources she tends no longer call on quite as much of her attention and skill as
they once did.

What are you genuinely sustaining in your routine, and what might be sustaining itself without requiring you?

Identify one element of your routine you could reduce slightly for two weeks to see whether anything you value actually
diminishes.

YOUR OBSERVATIONS
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WHAT REMAINS UNKNOWN

Page of Wands
The Page of Wands stands with wand planted, examining it with open curiosity,
often in an open landscape suggesting possibility not yet mapped. At 'What remains
unknown,' this image names the exploratory quality of what you cannot yet see
about either option. You do not know yet how you will actually feel three weeks into
a new writing project, nor do you know what your current routine might quietly be
preventing. The upright orientation suggests this uncertainty is generative rather
than threatening: genuine inquiry is available to you right now. An alternative lens:
the Page can also represent inexperience, which is not a flaw but a reminder that
first responses to new situations are data points, not verdicts, and deserve patience.

What do you genuinely not know yet that would most change your decision if you learned it?

Write down three specific questions you cannot currently answer about either option, and note one realistic way you
could find out.

YOUR OBSERVATIONS
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A REVERSIBLE NEXT STEP

The Hermit
The Hermit stands alone on a high path, lantern raised, illuminating only the ground
immediately ahead rather than the full route. At the label 'A reversible next step,'
this image resists the pressure to leap and instead suggests that a deliberate,
bounded experiment undertaken in solitude and discernment is itself a valid and
meaningful form of movement. The lantern reveals enough to take one careful step,
not an entire journey at once. The upright orientation reinforces that this distance
from noise and urgency is genuinely useful rather than avoidant or fearful. An
alternative lens worth holding: the Hermit's solitude could also serve as a gentle
caution about making this decision entirely alone, when considered input from
someone who knows your circumstances might illuminate what the lantern has not
yet reached.

What is the smallest reversible action you could take that would give you real information without committing
you to a direction?

Choose one week to treat as a low-stakes experiment with whichever option feels most uncertain, then schedule a specific
moment to review what you noticed.

YOUR OBSERVATIONS
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Compare both options fairly
Try a small writing project

A SMALL TEST

Commit to writing for fifteen to twenty minutes
daily for two weeks, with no obligation to
produce anything shareable. At the end, note
whether the energy increased, held steady, or
declined.

EVIDENCE TO OBSERVE

One missing fact: how much of your current
routine would realistically need to shift to
accommodate even a small writing practice.
Track actual time displacement for one week
before or during the trial.

Keep my present routine

A SMALL TEST

Continue your routine exactly as it stands for
two weeks while keeping a brief daily note about
whether creative energy arises, where it tends to
go, and whether that pattern feels satisfying or
like something being quietly set aside.

EVIDENCE TO OBSERVE

One missing fact: whether your current routine
already contains informal creative activity that a
named project might duplicate or displace. A
one-week audit of how you actually spend
discretionary time would clarify this.
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Define a fair decision criterion

The evidence that matters
Before weighing the options further, it may help to name your real criterion explicitly: is this decision
primarily about creative output, daily energy, relational harmony, or something else? The answer
changes which evidence matters most.

Leave room to pause
Choosing neither option as currently defined remains open. A third path, such as a defined creative
window within your existing routine rather than a separate project, preserves the stability of Option B
while introducing the forward motion associated with Option A.

YOUR DECISION NOTES
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Decision Compass

Separate the lens from the evidence
OBSERVED FACTS

Your question is about noticing rather than deciding, which is itself useful information: you are not
in a crisis of urgency but in a moment of genuine discernment. Both options you named are
already familiar to you in some form, and the decision is described as reversible. The symbolic
material across all seven positions points consistently toward a tension between forward motion
and protective steadiness, with neither framed as obviously wrong.

POSSIBILITIES NOT FACTS

It is possible that what feels like a choice between two options is actually a question about pace or
proportion: some writing alongside your routine rather than instead of it. It is also possible that the
routine itself has creative value you have not fully mapped, or that the project idea is more
developed than you have yet acknowledged to yourself. These remain possibilities, not
conclusions.

TRADE OFFS

Exploring the writing project may introduce welcome aliveness alongside real costs to time,
relational attention, and the stability your current routine provides. Staying with the routine
preserves proven conditions but may defer a form of expression that is already asking for space.
Neither trade-off is neutral; both involve giving something up, and naming that honestly tends to
produce cleaner decisions than imagining one path is free.
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Choose what to test and keep
INFORMATION TO CHECK

It would be worth knowing whether your current routine contains any natural slack that a small
writing project could occupy without much friction, or whether adding something genuinely new
would require setting something else aside first. These are meaningfully different situations, and
only you can assess which one applies right now. For each option, one concrete unknown worth
investigating before deciding is identified in the comparison section below.

NEXT STEP

A bounded, time-limited experiment tends to offer more useful information than continued
deliberation alone. A two-to-four-week trial of the writing project, with a pre-set review date you
commit to in advance, preserves your ability to return to or meaningfully adjust your existing
routine. It also generates real evidence about pacing, energy and enjoyment rather than ongoing
speculation about how the experience might feel from the outside looking in.

UNKNOWNS

You do not yet know how you will respond emotionally to the writing project once its initial novelty
fades, whether your current routine holds more flexibility than it presently appears to, or what
specific conditions would make the project feel genuinely worth sustaining. These are not reasons
to delay indefinitely; they are precisely the questions a small, bounded experiment is designed to
surface and begin answering.
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Keep one useful next step
This reading was assembled by an AI working with randomly drawn cards and your
own words. It cannot see your life, assess your circumstances, or know what the right
choice is for you. What it can do is return your question to you with slightly more
texture around it. The option to defer, to try neither path as described, or to design a
third option entirely remains available to you. Trust that noticing, which is what you
said you wanted to do, is already an act of creative engagement. Whatever you choose
or decline to choose, you are the one who knows your own context.

That is enough for now.

Rider-Waite-Smith Pam-A · Pamela Colman Smith

Scans: TaionWC / Wikimedia Commons · Public domain

AI-assisted reflection. No prediction or professional advice.
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